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HAC’S MISSION

The Housing Assistance
Council (HAC), a national
nonprofit organization,

has been helping local
organizations in rural America
build affordable homes

since 1971. Headquartered

in Washington, D.C., with
offices in California, Georgia,
Missouri, and New Mexico,
HAC assists public, nonprofit,
and private organizations in the
development of both owner-
occupied and rental housing
with programs that focus on
local solutions, empowerment
of the poor, reduced
dependence, and

self-help strategies.

HAC's mission is to improve
housing conditions for the

rural poor, with an emphasis on
the poorest of the poor in the
most rural places, particularly
regions and populations with
high needs: Native American
communities, the Mississippi
Delta, farmworkers, the
southwest border colonias, and
Appalachia.

Unless otherwise noted, photos are by HAC staff.
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LOANS

The Housing Assistance Council provides low interest
predevelopment loans and other forms of financing
for the creation of affordable homes and water and
sewer connections throughout the United States,
the Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico. A large portion
of HAC's loans are for self-help projects, in which
low-income families contribute sweat equity to the
construction of their homes. HAC provides loans to
a variety of organizations, including small nonprofit
developers, state housing agencies, rural housing
authorities, and municipalities.

HAC's loan fund assets provide public, nonprofit,
and private developers financing to:

purchase or develop land;

contract with engineers, architects, and attorneys;

build or rehabilite homes for rural low-income
families;

spur local economic development through financial
assistance to small and minority builder/developers;

install or repair rural water and wastewater systems;
and

leverage private low-interest construction loans
from local banks and other resources.

HAC is an equal opportunity lender.
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Each year, the Housing Assistance Council’s expert
staff delivers thousands of hours of technical
advice to those involved in the improvement of
housing conditions for low-income residents in the
rural United States, including local governments,
private developers, and nonprofit organizations.
HAC's national and regional office staff responds to
requests for assistance by a variety of methods:
the Internet, telephone, mail correspondence, and
on-site consultations.

Housing specialists at HAC have technical
knowledge and provide assistance in a wide range
of areas, including:

project feasibility, including property acquisition,
construction or repair, and environmental
regulation;

preparation and review of loan and grant
applications; and

eligibility and processing requirements for private,
federal, state, and other housing programs.
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TRAINING

The Housing Assistance Council sponsors regional
training sessions each year and the National Rural
Housing Conference every two years. Workshops,




geared to both beginners and experienced developers,
focus on housing development and financing as well
as building healthy local organizations. HAC sponsors
specialized training sessions at the request of
nonprofits and local, state, and federal governments.

HAC's training programs contain workshops on a
broad range of topics, including:

qualifying as a rural Community Housing
Development Organization (CHDO);

using U.S. Department of Agriculture and
Department of Housing and Urban Development
housing programs;

rehabilitating rural housing;

developing housing for underserved groups such as
farmworkers and Native Americans; and

using and leveraging private financing sources.
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RESEARCH & INFORMATION

The Housing Assistance Council produces and distributes
numerous publications, increasing national awareness of
rural conditions, and providing practitioners and policy
makers with current information on rural housing.

HAC publications include:

HAC News, a concise biweekly newsletter that covers
the latest national news affecting rural housing,
noteworthy publications, funding notices, and training
opportunities;




Rural Voices, a quarterly magazine with in-depth
features on rural development and housing;

www.ruralhome.org, HAC's web site, which provides
timely information on housing issues and HAC's
services;

information sheets containing valuable summaries
of the problems, solutions, and uniqueness of rural
housing issues;

technical manuals with practical guidance to
rural housing and community facilities programs,
including eligibility, application, and pertinent
regulatory information;

research reports that examine rural poverty
data, housing needs, the federal budget, national
housing goals, and other rural topics; and

policy analyses that include alternative strategies,
program evaluations, and recommendations

for increasing the effectiveness of existing and
proposed federal and state rural housing programs.

Housing Assistance Council Board of Directors
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The Housing Assistance Council is governed by a
27-member board of directors representing public,
private, and nonprofit agencies at the national, state, and
local levels.

GIDEON ANDERS
National Housing Law Project e Oakland, California

ANDREW L. BIAS
Mennonite Housing Rehabilitation Services, Inc. ¢ Wichita, Kansas
ROBERT CALVILLO, HAC SECRETARY
Affordable Homes of South Texas, Inc. ¢ McAllen, Texas
PETER N. CAREY
Self-Help Enterprises e Visalia, California
JANAKA CASPER
Community Housing Partners e Christiansburg, Virginia
JOSEPH DEBRO, HAC CHAIR
Trans Bay Engineering & Builders ¢ Oakland, California
SANDRA FERNIZA
Arizona State University e Tempe, Arizona
MARVIN GINN
Native Community Finance ¢ Laguna, New Mexico
NINFA R. GUTIERREZ
Yakima, Washington
SWYNICE HAWKINS
Southern Maryland Tri-County Community Action ® Hughesville, Maryland
ILENE JACOBS
California Rural Legal Assistance ® Marysville, California
LENIN JUAREZ
Action Gypsum Supply Company e Houston, Texas
DAVID LOLLIS
Lexington, Kentucky
ARTURO LOPEZ
Coalition of Florida Farmworker Organizations e Florida City, Florida
MOISES LOZA
Housing Assistance Council ¢ Washington, D.C.
TWILA MARTIN KEKAHBAH, HAC PRESIDENT
Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa e Bismarck, North Dakota
MARIA LUISA MERCADO
Loan Star Legal Aid  Galveston, Texas
POLLY NICHOL, HAC VICE PRESIDENT
Vermont Housing and Conservation Board e Montpelier, Vermont
WILLIAM POWERS
Sacramento, California
PEDRO RODRIGUEZ, JR.
Waukesha, Wisconsin
IRENE E. SIKELIANOS
Delphi, Inc. e Cedar Creek, New Mexico
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
U.S. House of Representatives e Bolton, Mississippi
DAZETTA L. THORNE
Seventh District Pavillion, Inc- ® Crowley, Louisiana
JOSE TREVINO
Lansing, Illinois
RICHARD TUCKER, HAC TREASURER
Washington, D.C.
LAURIETTE WEST-HOFF
Southern Real Estate Management & Consultants, Inc. ¢ Durham, North
Carolina
PEGGY R. WRIGHT
Arkansas State University — Delta Studies Center e Jonesboro, Arkansas



NATIONAL OFFICE
1025 Vermont Avenue, NW
Suite 606

Washington, DC 20005

Tel. » 202-842-8600

Fax b 202-347-3441

Web » www.ruralhome.org
E-mail  hac@ruralhome.org

SOUTHEAST OFFICE

600 West Peachtree Street, NW
Suite 1500

Atlanta, GA 30308

Tel. D 404-892-4824

Fax D 404-892-1204

E-mail » southeast@ruralhome.org

SOUTHWEST OFFICE

3939 San Pedro, NE

Suite C-7

Albuquerque, NM 87110

Tel. » 505-883-1003

Fax D 505-883-1005

E-mail D southwest@ruralhome.org

MIDWEST OFFICE

10100 NW Ambassador Drive
Suite 310

Kansas City, MO 64153

Tel. » 816-880-0400

Fax D 816-880-0500

E-mail » midwest@ruralhome.org

WESTERN OFFICE

717 K Street

Suite 404

Sacramento, CA 95814

Tel. » 916-706-1836

Fax D 916-706-1849

E-mail D western@ruralhome.org
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